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2003 Pinot Noir Willamette Valley
All of Elk Cove's delicate Pinot Noir fruit undergoes the same meticulous vineyard management and gentle handling through our gravity flow system, thus achieving the elegance, texture and luscious quality that are the hallmarks of exquisite Pinot Noirs.  From the early pioneering days to now, our Willamette Valley Pinot Noir has remained the foundation of Elk Cove Vineyards. This Pinot Noir is blended from several select vineyard sites comprised of Pommard and Dijon plant material and shows the softest, most approachable drinking style Elk Cove makes.

2003 was an incredibly warm year in Oregon, which meant great physiological ripeness for the grapes. (This was particularly true for our higher elevation, own-rooted sites.) A very long growing season also gave balance and acidity to the sweetness seen in the grapes at harvest. All of Elk Cove Vineyards’ 2003 Pinot Noirs will be full, juicy, balanced wines for drinking upon their release but further cellaring time will bring out additional nuances not to be missed with a little patience.


Viticultural Data:



Vine Age:

5-30 years



Yield:

1.8 tons/acre



Harvest Sugars:     23.5-25.5 Brix



Enological Data:



pH:

3.70



Bottled:

September 2004



Cases Produced:    9,000

89 Points ~ Wine Spectator ~ June 15, 2005

“A bit firmer than most, but the cherry, currant and spice flavors keep pouring out as the finish lingers beautifully….” – Harvey Steiman
Recommended ~ The Seattle Times ~ April 27, 2005

“Soft, open and wonderfully accessible, this broad, smooth Oregon wine shows a bit of that sweet California styling…” – Paul Gregutt
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