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2003 Pinot Noir Windhill
The Windhill Vineyard, twenty miles west of Portland, is perennially one of Oregon’s finest Pinot Noir vineyards. Planted in 1974, the vineyard became part of Elk Cove’s portfolio in 1996 when Elk Cove purchased it. We have continued to produce limited production Single Vineyard designated wines from Windhill Vineyard under the Elk Cove label since 1979! Furthering our belief in sustainability, Windhill has been farmed with completely organic farming practices since 1999. 

The vineyard’s gentle south-facing slopes receive temperate winds from the Willamette Valley. In addition, Windhill sits at a lower elevation (500 feet) than the estate vineyards at Elk Cove, which allows for earlier ripening. The combination of super low yields, volcanic soils (Laurelwood) and great plant material (old vines – own rooted Pommard clone) are all essential for the finest Pinot Noir from this site in Western Oregon. 
2003 was an incredibly warm year in Oregon, which meant great physiological ripeness for the grapes. (This was particularly true for our higher elevation, own-rooted sites.) A very long growing season also gave balance and acidity to the sweetness seen in the grapes at harvest. All of Elk Cove Vineyards’ 2003 Pinot Noirs will be full, juicy, balanced wines for drinking upon their release but further cellaring time will bring out additional nuances not to be missed with a little patience.

Viticultural Data:



Enological Data:
Vine Age:
    29 years


pH:

       3.75
Yield:
         
    1.8 tons/acre

Bottled:
       September 2004
Harvest Sugars:      25.5 Brix


Cases Produced:     484
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