
Viticultural Data:

Vine Age: 34 years
Yield: 1.8 tons/acre
Harvest Sugars: 23.3 Brix

Enological Data:

pH: 3.70
Bottled: August 2009
12 Bottle Cases 
Produced: 207

2008 Pinot Noir Windhill
 

Windhill Vineyard, twenty miles west of Portland, is perennially 
one of Oregon’s finest Pinot Noir vineyards. Planted in 1974, 
the vineyard became part of Elk Cove’s portfolio in 1996 when 
Elk Cove purchased it. We have continued to produce limited 
production Single Vineyard designated wines from Windhill 
Vineyard since 1979! Temperate winds that blow across the 
vineyard’s gentle south-facing slopes and a lower elevation (500 
feet) situation than the estate vineyards at Elk Cove, allows for 
earlier ripening. The combination of super low yields, volcanic 
soils (Laurelwood) and great plant material (old vines – own rooted 
Pommard clone) are all essential elements for the finest Pinot 
Noir from this site in Western Oregon. Furthering our belief in 
sustainability, Windhill has been farmed with completely organic 
farming practices since 1999. 

There is a quiet kind of excitement in the Willamette Valley after 
harvest 2008. Phrases and clichés keep rolling on such as classic 
cool climate, vintage conditions that are only dreamt of, potential 
to show the best of what Oregon has to offer. Add to this, repeated 
references to perhaps one of Oregon’s best vintages, 1999 and 
understandably many in the valley are smiling. Oregon’s 2008 
growing season started late, with bud break on average ten days 
to two weeks behind schedule and followed with a relatively cool 
growing season. Thoughts of the recent wet and cool harvest of 
2007 had many aggressively thin vineyards to concentrate fruit and 
speed up ripening and ward off disease pressure. Yet as in 1999, a 
beautiful Oregon autumn saved the day! Fall was spectacular with 
sunny days and cold nights, producing the tiny berries and small 
clusters not seen since the 1994 and 1998 vintages, laying the 
foundation to produce extraordinary wines.
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